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We are excited to be able to share with you our new 
curriculum, consisting of 36 pathways for Years 1 to 6, 
designed to inspire and enable high quality visual arts 
teaching and learning. 

Designed around the idea that art is far more than a series 
of technical skills, our holistic curriculum nurtures creative 
thinking skills and helps ensure your pupils learn through
art, as well as about art. 

We hope you enjoy exploring.

Best wishes, Paula Briggs, Creative Director, AccessArt

Introducing the New AccessArt 
Primary Art Curriculum!



We need art more than ever, and yet we seem to spend so much time 
defending why we need to teach art in schools. 

The AccessArt Curriculum asks: “What is the purpose of art?”. We answer 
through creating opportunities for pupils to explore many different 
aspects of making, helping pupils and teachers understand the ways art 
connects us with our past, helps us embrace the present, and empowers 
us to shape our future. 

By exploring why art is relevant to all our lives, we aim to make certain 
that pupils feel entitled to develop their creativity, and understand their 
place in the world as creative, confident beings.

“Why Do We Teach Art?
Why Is Art Relevant To Us?” 



Help primary schools deliver a 
rich and exciting visual arts 
curriculum which meets the 
needs of the current National 
Curriculum for Art. 

Enable teachers to grow in 
understanding, experience and 
confidence when teaching art, by 
supporting staff in how best to 
teach visual arts. 

Set a bench mark for excellence 
in art teaching, so schools can be 
proud of their creative 
curriculum, and pupils and 
teachers can enjoy the journey 
and outcomes. 

The New AccessArt 
Primary Art Curriculum is Designed to…



Building Teachers’ Skills…

It’s important to us that ALL teachers feel 
able to use the activities and approach 
within the AccessArt Curriculum. In 
addition to all the resources on the website 
we also provide zoom CPD to support the 
pathways in the curriculum, helping to 
build teacher understanding and 
confidence. You can also contact us by 
email with specific questions.

Our aim is always to enthuse teachers 
without overwhelming them, and to make 
sure that teaching art is a pleasurable and 
rewarding experience.



Journeyful Teaching & Learning…

You won’t find prescribed teaching ideas and pre-defined outcomes in the AccessArt Curriculum. Instead our 
emphasis is on journeyful teaching and learning which empowers teachers and pupils to become confident 
creative decision makers. Teachers and pupils can GROW with our curriculum, and to help that happen we 
have created clear structures and access to resources which help teachers understand the WHY as well as the 
HOW.  



“Knowledge-Rich?” Yes the new AccessArt Primary Art Curriculum is 
knowledge-rich, and pupils will learn a wide range of 
skills, developing understanding and showing clear 
progression. But crucially, the knowledge and 
understanding pupils will build will go far beyond the 
technical, factual knowledge many current 
curriculums focus upon. 

Our curriculum balances declarative knowledge with 
experiential knowledge, building self-knowledge and 
nurturing traits in learners which will hold them in 
good stead whichever direction their learning takes 
them. 



Progressive in Every Sense of the Word…

There is a lot of misunderstanding about sequencing and progression in Primary Art. There are no set 
sequences, and no right and wrong order in the way we introduce skills. Instead, learning is built 
through a weaving and layering and revisiting of experiences. You WILL see progression (or “growth” as 
we prefer to call it).

The AccessArt Curriculum is about OPENING UP what art is, giving pupils have lots of different kinds of 
opportunities and experiences (media, techniques, approaches, artists), all underpinned by creative use 
of drawing and sketchbooks. 

Our aim is that every teacher understands the larger structure and relevance of what comes before and 
after, and that every child has the opportunity to find the elements of art, craft & design which resonate 
for them.

mailto:https://www.accessart.org.uk/rethinking-our-approach-to-assessment-progression-in-primary-school/


“I Can…”

There are no national standards 
in Primary Art and Design, so we 
advocate gentle, ongoing 
assessment based upon lots of 
conversation, to discover 
intention and understanding, as 
well as looking at outcomes of 
the journey and end result. 

Remember creativity can be 
fragile – so tread with care. 
AccessArt has plenty of resources 
on how to approach assessment. 
Each pathway contains suggested 
“I Can…” statements which can 
use you to check understanding. 

mailto:https://www.accessart.org.uk/how-do-we-assess-creativity/
mailto:https://www.accessart.org.uk/how-do-we-assess-creativity/


The AccessArt Primary Art Curriculum is 
supported by a series of “Talking Points” 
resources, carefully curated to introduce 
teachers and pupils to a wide variety of 
artists, designers and craftspeople from 
across the world. 

We also juxtapose contemporary artists 
with more traditional artists, giving you 
the opportunity to look afresh at artists 
you may already study. 

Our collection of Talking Point resources  
is being added to all the time, keeping 
schools up to date and inspired.

Diverse & Contemporary 
Artists, Designers, 
Craftspeople…

mailto:https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-for-accessart-primary-art-curriculum/


We study artists, designers and 
craftspeople not so we can make 
copies or pastiches of their style, but 
so we can learn from the way they see 
the world. 

Explore the video on AccessArt to 
understand how AccessArt advocates 
using artists, designers and 
craftspeople in school. 

HOW Might We use 
Artists in School?



Pathways aim to connect Pedagogy-based resources and activity-based resources on AccessArt, 
together with external links to websites which explore chosen artists/themes, to form a flexible 
structure which teachers can navigate easily.

Pathways follow tested pedagogical approaches and help build teacher understanding in addition to 
providing progressive projects. 

The Structure of Our New Curriculum…

mailto:https://www.accessart.org.uk/pedagogy-in-practice/
mailto:https://www.accessart.org.uk/find-a-resource/


Each pathway tells a story / forms a journey, for both teacher and pupil. Each pathway follows a 
particular  format which promotes excellent teaching & learning:

- Warm-up: Artists: Activity: Crit / Reflection 
- Artists: Materials: Activity: Crit / Reflection 
- Challenge or Brief: Artist: Activity: Crit / Reflection 

Rewarding for Pupils AND Teachers…



Rhythm: Balancing Practice with Opportunity

Creativity likes rhythm – we respond best as creative beings 
when we have space and time to explore and respond. 

The 36 Pathways follow a repeated rhythm, providing lots of 
time to balance repeated practice with new experiences, 
quiet approaches with active and dynamic activities, time to 
work alone with collaborative and community based 
activities… all geared to create energy and momentum 
throughout the year.



Flexible and Evolving…

There is nothing static about the AccessArt Curriculum. The original 36 pathways contain lots of ways 
that schools can adapt ideas to suit their own special circumstances, making the curriculum flexible and 
changeable according to need/opportunity.

New pathways will be created throughout the year, giving schools the option to swap out particular 
pathways if you feel a particular focus might suit you better. 



Plans to Suit Your School…



Other Ways to Use AccessArt…

Not all schools use AccessArt to follow our 
curriculum. Many thousands of schools use 
AccessArt to:

- Inspire and energize their existing 
teaching – we have over 1200 resources which 
you can use to plan your own teaching, and
re-energise existing plans you follow. 

- Develop teacher skills – we run 
regular zoom CPD and can also offer tailored 
CPD for your school. 

https://www.accessart.org.uk/find-a-resource/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/art-inset-cpd-networking-workshops/


Supporting Documents & Support

In addition to the pathways, find 
supporting documents here.

To help teachers use our new 
curriculum we’ll be running zoom 
sessions to bring the pathways to 
life. Find out more at here.

mailto:https://www.accessart.org.uk/primary-art-curriculum/
mailto:https://www.accessart.org.uk/zoom-events/


Accessing the AccessArt Primary Art Curriculum

The New AccessArt Primary Art Curriculum will be available 
from www.accessart.org.uk/primary-art-curriculum

Schools must hold a multiuser membership to access the 
curriculum, and additionally benefit from telephone and email 
support and discount on zoom CPD.

AccessArt is a registered Charity. Membership fees are kept as 
low as possible. 

- £96 for up to 8 users (per year)
- £180 for up to 18 users (per year)
- £240 for up to 30 users (per year)

www.accessart.org.uk/primary-art-curriculum/

Curriculum Enquiries: 
Paula@accessart.org.uk

Membership Enquiries: 
Andrea@accessart.org.uk

https://www.accessart.org.uk/primary-art-curriculum/
mailto:https://www.accessart.org.uk/membership-benefits/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/primary-art-curriculum/
mailto:paula@accessart.org.uk
mailto:Andrea@accessart.org.uk



